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plague. The mayor, bailiffs, head-officers, and justices
of every city, borough, corporate town, or privileged
place were given power "to assess all and every in-
habitant and all houses of habitation, lands, tenements,
and hereditaments " within their jurisdiction at " such
reasonable taxes and payments as they shall think
tit." In this there seems a slight hesitation between
the idea of a rate on persons and one on things. The
inclusion of the things as well as the " inhabitants " is
probably only due to a desire to make quite sure that
non-resident occupiers should not escape.

Next we have several acts of 1605-6, the third year
of James I. Chapter 10, for conveying malefactors to
jail, authorises "an indifferent tax or assessment" to
bo made by " the constables and churchwardens and
two or three other the honest inhabitants of the
parish, township, or tithing" where the malefactor
was apprehended.

Chapter 19, for repairing the highway from Non-
such to Taleworth, after reciting that the parishes
through which the road passes are not able to do
the work, charges the expense upon the "owners,
tenants, farmers, inhabitants, and occupiers of the
lands, tenements, and hereditaments" lying in half-
a-dozen hundreds. The apportionment was to be
$aade "having good and indifferent respect to the
several abilities, nearness, and remoteness" of the
.persons and property. A special provision secured
lite chargeability of non-residents.
f Chapcer 20 is "for clearing the passage by water
ifrom. London to and beyond the city of Oxford," and
|g interesting, as it contains a more general assertion
pf the principle of a betterment charge than any